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May 3rd, 2016 Minutes 
 

Brookings County Planning & Zoning Commission 
May 3rd, 2016 – 8:00 PM 

Brookings City & County Government Center 
310 Chambers 

 
 Chair Robbins called the meeting to order at 8:02 PM. Commission 
members present were: Lee Ann Pierce, Robert Rochel, Kimberly Elenkiwich, 
Darrell Nelson, Darrel Kleinjan, Terrell Spence, Randy Jensen, and alternate board 
member Roger Erickson. Tom Davis was absent. 
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 2:  Approval of minutes from April 
5th, 2016 meetings. Terrell Spence moved to approve the minutes Kimberly 
Elenkiwich second. Chair Robbins called for a voice vote. 9-ayes and 0-nays, 
motion carried. 
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 3:  Items to be added to agenda by 
commission members or staff.  No items were added. 

Chair Robbins read agenda item # 4:  Invitation for citizen to schedule 
time on the commission agenda for an item not listed. Time limited to 5 
minutes per person to address the board. No one scheduled time to address 
the board. 
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 5: Approval of Agenda. Darrell Nelson 
moved to approve the agenda. Darrel Kleinjan second. Chair Robbins called for a 
voice vote. 9-ayes and 0-nays, motion carried. Chair Robbins noted there would 
be a change in the order of agenda items - agenda item #15 would be moved to 
be heard before agenda item #10. 
 Chair Robbins stated, “We are now acting as the Brookings County Board 
of Adjustment”, read the opening statement and agenda item #6:  2016var006:  
Kingbrook Rural Water System Inc. by Chad Bjerke has made an application, 
2016var006, to the Brookings County Board of Adjustment for a variance. 
Article 11.00:  Section 11.01 “A” Agricultural District:  Area Regulation # 3): 
Side Yard: the minimum width of a side yard shall be twenty-five (25) feet; 
Area Regulation # 4): Rear Yard: the minimum depth of a rear yard shall be 
fifty (50) feet. The property is described as:  “Booster Site in SE1/4 SW1/4 
Section 8, T109N, R51W (Oslo Township)” ~~ located at 46126 216th St, Volga, 
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SD 57071. Darrel Kleinjan moved to approve the variance request. Randy Jensen 
second. Chair Robbins opened up for discussion and asked Mr. Haugen for his 
staff report. Mr. Haugen stated, “Kingbrook Rural Water has applied for a variance 
to move in a 12 foot x 24 foot storage building that would be 10 feet from the rear 
yard lot line and 10 feet from the side yard lot line. This would be a variance of 40 
feet from the rear and 15 feet from the side. The current regulations are 50 feet 
from rear and 25 from side. The property was platted in 1993 with the lot being 125 
feet x 125 feet. A booster pump and related valves are located on the property and 
limit the buildable area. The hardships would be the shape and size of the lot, 
location of the values and pumps. Oslo Township and Brookings County Highway 
Department have no objections to the request.” Mr. Haugen also described the site 
plan. Chair Robbins asked the representative to come forward and address the 
board. The representative, Chad Bjerke stated, “We are going to add the storage 
shed for pipes and supplies, this would be cold storage. It would be locked and all 
storage maintained inside the building.” Chair Robbins opened up for questions 
from the board. Board member Kleinjan asked if adjoining landowners had any 
comments. Mr. Bjerke noted he had talked with the landowner (Reed Intermill) and 
would be getting a written and signed statement from him. Mr. Haugen and Mr. Hill 
noted adjoining landowners had been contacted and no objections were received. 
Chair Robbins asked the board for board for addition questions. Board member 
Elenkiwich asked for clarification on landowner and his ownership of land 
surrounding site. Chair Robbins then opened up to the audience for questions or 
comments, hearing none. Chair Robbins asked for additional comments from the 
board, hearing none he asked Mr. Haugen to go over the findings of facts, with any 
additions, which are on file. Chair Robbins called for a roll-call vote: Pierce-aye, 
Rochel-aye, Nelson-aye, Kleinjan-aye, Erickson-aye, Spence-aye, Jensen-aye, 
Elenkiwich-aye, Robbins-aye. 9-ayes, 0-nays, motion carried. 
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 7.  2016var007:  Barret Marshall has 
made an application, 2016var007, to the Brookings County Board of 
Adjustment for a variance. Article 11.00:  Section 11.01 “A” Agricultural 
District:  Area Regulation # 2:  Front Yard: The minimum depth of the front 
yard shall be one hundred (100) feet. A corner lot will have two front yards. 
The property is described as:  “E1025’ of N451’ in NE1/4 Section 18, T111N, 
R52W (Winsor Township)” ~~ located at 45491 204th St, Arlington, SD 57212. 
Roger Erickson moved to approve the variance request. Terrell Spence second. 
Chair Robbins opened up for discussion and asked Mr. Haugen for his staff report. 
Mr. Haugen stated, “Mr. Marshall is asking for a variance to build a 40 foot wide x 
30 foot long addition onto their house, 84 feet from the center of 204th Street a 
Brookings County blacktopped road. This would be a variance of 66 feet as the 
required setback distance is 150 feet. The current house is 84 feet from the center 
of the road and was built in 1910. The addition would contain a 12 foot x 30 foot 
house addition and 28 foot x 30 foot attached garage. This addition would be on 
the west side of the house and would be the same distance from the road as their 
current house. The building site was deeded off in 2007. The hardships to consider 
are: 1) location of current residence, 2) location of overhead electrical line. Letter 
were sent to adjoining landowners and the township and no objections were 
received. Brookings County Highway Department was also contacted and had no 
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objections.” Mr. Haugen then described the site plan. Chair Robbins asked the 
Marshall’s to address the board. Mr. Marshall identified himself and stated, “We 
would like to add onto the west side of our house. There is a correction, the addition 
would be 32 feet the same as the original house.” Mr. Marshall presented the board 
with a floor plan of the house with addition for their review. Chair Robbins opened 
up for questions from the board. Board member Pierce asked for clarification on 
location of road in relation to house and possible new addition. Chair Robbins 
asked for further comments from the board, hearing none he opened up to the 
audience. Hearing none he asked the board for further questions or comments. 
Board member Nelson asked to clarify if a firewall would be located between the 
attached garage and the living space. Chair Robbins asked for additional 
comments from the board, hearing none he asked Mr. Haugen to go over the 
findings of facts, with any additions, which are on file. Chair Robbins called for a 
roll-call vote: Rochel-aye, Elenkiwich-aye, Nelson-aye, Kleinjan-aye, Spence-aye, 
Jensen-aye, Pierce-aye, Erickson-aye, Robbins-aye. 9-ayes, 0-nays, motion 
carried. 
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 8.  2016var008:  Alan Clark has made 
an application, 2016var008, to the Brookings County Board of Adjustment 
for a variance. Article 11.00: Section 11.01 “A” Agricultural District:  Area 
Regulation # 2:  Front Yard: The minimum depth of the front yard shall be 
one hundred (100) feet. A corner lot will have two front yards. The property 
is described as:  “N 2060’ of W 275’ of SW1/4 Section 17, T109N, R48W 
(Parnell Township)” ~~ located at 21656 479th Ave, Aurora, SD 57002. Darrell 
Nelson moved to approve the variance request. Robert Rochel second. Chair 
Robbins opened up for discussion and asked Mr. Haugen for his staff report. Mr. 
Haugen stated, “Mr. Clark is applying for a front yard variance to build a 45 foot 
wide x 64 foot long pole shed 110 feet from the center of 479th Ave (Parnell 
Township road). This would be a variance of 23 feet. The building site is long and 
narrow, limiting his building options. His current residence and existing out 
buildings meet the setback requirements. Hardships to consider are: 1) the shape, 
and size of the lot, 2) location of utilities, 3) location of existing buildings and 
shelterbelt.” Mr. Haugen then gave a review of the site. Chair Robbins asked Mr. 
Clark to address the board. Mr. Clark stated, “I want to build a pole shed, a portion, 
the north side would be for shelter for my wife’s horses. The rest of the build would 
be for storage of tractor, camper, vehicle, lawn mower and miscellaneous.” Chair 
Robbins opened for questions from the board. Board member Pierce inquired as 
to why the specific location when other areas/options appeared to be available that 
wouldn’t require a variance. Mr. Clark noted location selected to allow for access 
to the horses and current area fenced for them and not wanting the building to far 
away from the house. Chair Robbins asked for further comments from the board, 
hearing none he opened for questions or comments from the audience. Seeing 
none, he asked for further discussion from the board. Board members discussed: 
1) Possible other locations for the shed. 2) Location of utilities. 3) Discussed size 
of Lot being 264’ deep (East & West) and setback requirements 4) Narrowing 
distance between shop & proposed new pole shed to be 20 feet instead of 22 feet 
as originally showed on application. 5) Size of building and door location. 6) Fire 
safety regarding distance between buildings. 7) Keeping tree removal minimal. 
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Chair Robbins asked for additional comments from the board, hearing none he 
asked Mr. Haugen to go over the findings of facts, with any additions, which are 
on file. Chair Robbins called for a roll-call vote: Nelson-aye, Kleinjan-aye, Erickson-
aye, Spence-aye, Jensen-aye, Pierce-nay, Rochel-aye, Elenkiwich-aye, Robbins-
aye. 8-ayes, 1-nays, motion carried. 
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 9. 2016var009:  Michael J. Stern has 
made an application, 2016var009, to the Brookings County Board of 
Adjustment for a variance. Article 11.00:  Section 11.01 “A” Agricultural 
District:  Area Regulation # 2:  Front Yard: The minimum depth of the front 
yard shall be one hundred (100) feet. A corner lot will have two front yards. 
The property is described as:  “E1700’ Exc W1400’ of E1700’ of S670’ of S1/2 
SE1/4 Section 4, T112N, R50W (Eureka Township)” ~~ located at 46898 197th 
St, Bruce, SD 57220. Darrel Kleinjan moved to approve the variance request. 
Randy Jensen second. Chair Robbins opened up for discussion and asked Mr. 
Haugen for his staff report. Mr. Haugen stated, “Mr. Sterns has applied for a front 
yard variance to build a 32 foot wide x 40 foot long shop, 116 feet from the center 
of 197th St, which is county gravel and 112 feet from the center of 469th Ave, which 
is a township road. This would be a variance of 17 feet on 197th St and 21 feet on 
469th Ave. He would like to build his new shop where an existing old building is 
located. Mr. Stern applied in 2009 (2009var 010 – June 2nd, 2009) for this same 
request. The time has run out so he is now reapplying. The office did not receive 
any objections from the adjoining landowners, the township board or the Brookings 
County Highway Department. The hardships to consider: 1) shape and size of lot, 
2) location of existing telephone line.” Chair Robbins asked Mr. Stern to address 
the board. Mr. Stern stated, “There is one correction, the shop is to be 40 foot wide 
and 32 feet deep. The proposed building would be to start a business. There is 
currently an old house on the location of where I plan on putting the building. The 
footprint would be the same so I would not be going any closer to the south or east 
closer to the road.” Board member Elenkiwich requested clarification on new 
versus old structure sizes and distances from roads, lot lines in all directions. Chair 
Robbins asked for further comments from the board, hearing none he opened up 
to the audience, hearing none. Chair Robbins asked for additional comments from 
the board, hearing none he asked Mr. Haugen to go over the findings of facts, with 
any additions, which are on file. Chair Robbins called for a roll-call vote: Kleinjan-
aye, Spence-aye, Jensen-aye, Pierce-aye, Rochel-aye, Elenkiwich-aye, Nelson-
aye, Erickson-aye, Robbins-aye. 9-ayes, 0-nays, motion carried. 
 Chair Robbins stated, “We are now acting as the Brookings County 
Planning and Zoning Commission”, read the opening statement and agenda item 
# 15. 2016cu009:  Michael J. Stern has made an application, 2016cu009, to 
the Brookings County Planning and Zoning Commission for a conditional 
use. Article 11.00: Section 11.01 “A” Agricultural District: Conditional Use 
#20: “Home Extended Business”. The property is described as:  “E1700’ Exc 
W1400’ of E1700’ of S670’ of S1/2 SE1/4 Section 4, T112N, R50W (Eureka 
Township)” ~~ located at 46898 197th St, Bruce, SD 57220. Darrell Nelson 
moved to approve the conditional use request. Kimberly Elenkiwich second. Chair 
Robbins opened up for discussion and asked Mr. Haugen for his staff report. Mr. 
Haugen stated, “Mr. Stern applied for this same request in 2009 (2009cu006) and 



 

May 3rd, 2016  
Meeting Minutes 
Page 5 of 9 

 

was approved, he did not use it within the 3 year time limit so now he is reapplying. 
He would like to operate a gunsmith (firearm/gun repair) business.” Mr. Haugen 
went over the submitted business plan and noted that Mr. Stern had spoken with 
Brookings County Sheriff Marty Stanwick and given him a copy of his FFL license 
application. Mr. Haugen also noted that Sheriff Stanwick, the adjoining 
landowners, the Eureka Township board and the Brookings County Highway 
Department had no objections to the request.  Chair Robbins opened up for 
questions from the board. Board members Pierce, Elenkiwich and Kleinjan asked 
questions regarding safety, sales and insurance. Mr. Stern described the safety 
and security features that he would be using and the layout of the proposed 
structure. He also noted that he would not be offering retail gun sales as the main 
focus of his business, the main focus is the repair of guns/gunsmithing. Mr. Stern 
also stated, “I have been in contact with my insurance provider and they have no 
issues or concerns with the business.” 
 Chair Robbins recognized Mr. Hill. Mr. Hill stated, “South Dakota codified law has 
also addressed firearm regulations. It is called SD 7-18A-36, the title is Firearms 
regulation ordinances prohibited.” He noted that what was being done was a 
conditional use with the land only. He then read the codified law – SD 7-18A-

36.   Firearms regulation ordinances prohibited. No county may pass any ordinance that 
restricts possession, transportation, sale, transfer, ownership, manufacture, or repair of 
firearms or ammunition or their components. Any ordinances prohibited by this section are 

null and void. Board members Nelson, Rochel, Pierce and Mr. Hill asked questions 
regarding: 1) The building plan submitted - layout and equipment noted. 2) Venting 
system 3) Signage.  Chair Robbins opened up for discussion from the audience. 
Norris Patrick from Oaklake Township noted He felt this repair shop would be a 
good business to bring into the county. Chair Robbins asked for additional 
questions or comments from the board. Board member Rochel asked, “How many 
new, usable guns would you have on hand in your shop?” Mr. Stern replied, “None, 
as the only new guns I want for resale would be on an order basis. I will not have 
an inventory of new guns on hand.” Chair Robbins asked for additional comments 
from the board, hearing none he asked Mr. Haugen to go over the findings of facts, 
with any additions, which are on file. Chair Robbins called for a roll-call vote: 
Spence-aye, Jensen-aye, Pierce-aye, Rochel-aye, Nelson-aye, Elenkiwich-aye, 
Kleinjan-aye, Erickson-aye, Robbins-aye. 9-ayes, 0-nays, motion carried. 
 Mr. Hill requested that Mr. Haugen be allowed to give the staff report on the 
four identical Conditional Use permits and then a vote be taken on them 
individually. Mr. Robbins stated, “To avoid the reading of each item as listed on the 
agenda, items 10, 11, 12, 13 & 14. This is an application for meteorological towers. 
I will let Mr. Haugen go forward without a motion on the table.” Chair Robbins then 
asked Mr. Haugen for his staff report. Mr. Haugen stated, “Heartland Wind LLC by 
Jesse Bermel was made an application for conditional use #25: Wind Energy 
Systems, for meteorological towers. They are temporary towers erected at the 
location, and are anchored. They measure the wind speed, direction and duration 
continuously. The data would be used for the tracking of a possible future wind  
farm. The towers are 198’ tall, with guidewires & aircraft marking balls. They meet 
all the setback requirements. There are five different locations they are requesting 
to put these towers on. The site is leased from the landowner.” Chair Robbins 
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called a representative from Heartland Wind to come forward, identify himself and 
explain the project plan. Jesse Bermel introduced himself and stated, “I am with 
Iberdrola Renewables and Heartland Wind LLC is a subsidiary of Iberdrola 
Renewables. The test towers are the initial opportunity to measure the wind 
speeds at three different levels for 10 second intervals, for anywhere from 6 
months to a year or longer to verify the wind in the area for a potential wind farm. 
Chair Robbins then opened up for initial questions from the board. Board member 
Nelson asked, “These towers are not permanent, they are temporary?” Mr. Bermel 
noted they are temporary and could be put up and taken down in one day, no 
permanent foundation, earth screws only. Board member Elenkiwich asked 
questions regarding application process for the permanent structures and the 
length of time the temporary towers could be in place. Mr. Bermel noted the 
temporary towers could be in place for 6 months to 5 years depending on the lease 
agreement with the landowners. Chair Robbins asked for additional questions from 
the board, hearing none he read agenda item # 10. 2016cu004:  Heartland Wind, 
LLC by Jesse Bermel, has made an application, 2016cu004, to the Brookings 
County Planning & Zoning Commission for a conditional use. Article 11.00: 
Section 11.01:  “A” Agricultural District: Conditional Use # 25:  Wind Energy 
Systems (WES); Article 23 Section 23.01: Wind Energy Systems (WES) 
Requirements. The property is described as: “NW1/4 of Section 10, T111N, 
R48W (Sherman Township)”. (Meteorological Tower) Darrell Nelson moved to 
approve the conditional use request. Kimberly Elenkiwich second. Chair Robbins 
opened for questions for the board. Board members discussed and asked 
questions regarding: 1) Use of ordinance #25 for meteorological towers. 2) Set-
backs and requirement of Latitude and Longitudes being noted in the plans and 
provided to area airports. 3) Number of possible permanent towers that could be 
erected. 4) Any mitigation issues when this type of tower is removed? Luke Muller 
from First District Association of County Governments noted that this Ordinance is 
correct at the time until a more specific one is written/noted in the future updates 
to the Ordinances that would specifically address MET (Meteorological Towers). 
Mr. Bermel noted: 1) they are willing to provide latitude and longitude data to 
airports. 2) 39-49 towers could be erected, depending on the turbine size. 3) 
Everything is a flat base so nothing is left behind so no mitigation issues. Chair 
Robbins asked for questions or comments from the audience. Seeing none, he 
asked for further discussion from the board. Board member Pierce asked, “Is there 
some type of lighting on these?” Mr. Bermel stated, “When you are sub 200 feet 
there is no lighting requirement on these.” Mr. Hill stated, “In the Conditional Use 
notes it will be stated that they must follow all the FAA regulations.” Chair Robbins 
asked Mr. Haugen to go over the findings of facts, with any additions, which are 
on file. Chair Robbins called for a roll-call vote: Jensen-aye, Pierce-aye, Rochel-
aye, Elenkiwich-aye, Nelson-aye, Kleinjan-aye, Spence-aye, Erickson-aye, 
Robbins-aye. 9-ayes,0-nays, motion carried. 
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 11. 2016cu005:  Heartland Wind, LLC 
by Jesse Bermel, has made an application, 2016cu005, to the Brookings 
County Planning & Zoning Commission for a conditional use. Article 11.00: 
Section 11.01:  “A” Agricultural District: Conditional Use # 25:  Wind Energy 
Systems (WES); Article 23 Section 23.01: Wind Energy Systems (WES) 
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Requirements. The property is described as: “NW1/4 Exc H-1 & Exc S 294’ of 
W 296.33’ of Section 12, T111N, R48W (Sherman Township)”. (Meteorological 
Tower) Kimberly Elenkiwich moved to approve the conditional use request. Darrel 
Kleinjan second. Chair Robbins opened up for questions or comments from the 
board, hearing none he opened up for questions or comments from the audience. 
Seeing none, he asked Mr. Haugen to go over the findings of facts, with any 
additions, which are on file. Chair Robbins called for a roll-call vote: Pierce-aye, 
Rochel-aye, Elenkiwich-aye, Nelson-aye, Kleinjan-aye, Erickson-aye, Spence-
aye, Jensen-aye, Robbins-aye. 9-ayes, 0-nays, motion carried. 
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 12. 2016cu006:  Heartland Wind, LLC 
by Jesse Bermel, has made an application, 2016cu006, to the Brookings 
County Planning & Zoning Commission for a conditional use. Article 11.00: 
Section 11.01:  “A” Agricultural District: Conditional Use # 25:  Wind Energy 
Systems (WES); Article 23 Section 23.01: Wind Energy Systems (WES) 
Requirements. The property is described as: “SE1/4 of Section 34, T112N, 
R48W (Oaklake Township)”. (Meteorological Tower) Kimberly Elenkiwich 
moved to approve the conditional use request. Robert Rochel second. Chair 
Robbins opened up for questions or comments from the board, hearing none he 
opened up for questions or comments from the audience. Seeing none, he asked 
Mr. Haugen to go over the findings of facts, with any additions, which are on file. 
Chair Robbins called for a roll-call vote: Rochel-aye, Nelson-aye, Elenkiwich-aye, 
Kleinjan-aye, Spence-aye, Erickson-aye, Jensen-aye, Pierce-aye, Robbins-aye. 9-
ayes, 0-nays, motion carried.  
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 13. 2016cu007:  Heartland Wind, LLC 
by Jesse Bermel, has made an application, 2016cu007, to the Brookings 
County Planning & Zoning Commission for a conditional use. Article 11.00: 
Section 11.01:  “A” Agricultural District: Conditional Use # 25:  Wind Energy 
Systems (WES); Article 23 Section 23.01: Wind Energy Systems (WES) 
Requirements. The property is described as: “E1/2 SW1/4 Exc. E1/2 NE1/4 
SW1/4 of Section 27, T112N, R48W (Oaklake Township)”. (Meteorological 
Tower) Darrell Nelson moved to approve the conditional use request. Terrell 
Spence second. Chair Robbins opened up for questions or comments from the 
board, hearing none he opened up for questions or comments from the audience. 
Norris Patrick stated, “I believe Iberdrola has treated us well.” Chair Robbins asked 
Mr. Haugen to go over the findings of facts, with any additions, which are on file. 
Chair Robbins called for a roll-call vote: Nelson-aye, Kleinjan-aye, Erickson-aye, 
Spence-aye, Jensen-aye, Pierce-aye, Rochel-aye, Elenkiwich-aye, Robbins-aye. 
9-ayes, 0-nays, motion carried. 
 Chair Robbins read agenda item # 14. 2016cu008:  Heartland Wind, LLC 
by Jesse Bermel, has made an application, 2016cu008, to the Brookings 
County Planning & Zoning Commission for a conditional use. Article 11.00: 
Section 11.01:  “A” Agricultural District: Conditional Use # 25:  Wind Energy 
Systems (WES); Article 23 Section 23.01: Wind Energy Systems (WES) 
Requirements. The property is described as: “SW1/4 of Section 33, T112N, 
R48W (Oaklake Township)”. (Meteorological Tower) Kimberly Elenkiwich 
moved to approve the conditional use request. Lee Ann Pierce second. Chair 
Robbins opened up for questions or comments from the board, hearing none he 



 

May 3rd, 2016  
Meeting Minutes 
Page 8 of 9 

 

opened up for questions or comments from the audience. Norris Patrick stated, “I 
believe Iberdrola has treated us well.” Chair Robbins asked Mr. Haugen to go over 
the findings of facts, with any additions, which are on file. Chair Robbins called for 
a roll-call vote: Kleinjan-aye, Erickson-aye, Spence-aye, Jensen-aye, Pierce-aye, 
Rochel-aye, Nelson-aye, Erickson-aye, Robbins-aye. 9-ayes, 0-nays, motion 
carried. 
 Chair Robbins then read agenda item # 16. Consideration of Plats: a. 
2016plat002:  “Plat of Lots 1 & 2 of Risty Addition in the SW1.4 of Section 8, 
T109N, R52W of the 5th P.M., Brookings County, South Dakota.” Lee Ann 
Pierce moved to approve the plat. Roger Erickson second. Chair Robbins opened 
up for discussion and asked Mr. Haugen for his staff report. Mr. Haugen stated, 
“Risty Farms, Inc. has submitted the plat to split off an existing building site of 11.6 
acres, Lot 1 – address of 21586 455th Ave, Arlington, SD and a larger wetland area 
(Lot 2) that is 37.5 acres. Subdividing of an established building site is an allowed 
policy in the 2016 Brookings County Comprehensive Plan – Policy #3. Established 
residence are a permitted use in the Brookings County Zoning Ordinance, Article 
11.00, Section 11.01 “A” Agricultural District: Permitted Uses #2.” Mr. Haugen 
described the plat using visuals of the plat. Chair Robbins opened for questions 
from the board. Hearing none he opened for comments from the audience, hearing 
none. Chair Robbins asked the board for further discussion, seeing none he called 
for a roll-call vote: Erickson-aye, Jensen-aye, Pierce-aye, Rochel-aye, Nelson-aye, 
Elenkiwich-aye, Kleinjan-aye, Spence-aye, Robbins-aye. 9-ayes, 0-nays, motion 
carried. 
 Chair Robbins then read agenda item # 16. Consideration of Plats: b. 
2016plat003:  “Plat of Lot 1 of Wills Addition in the SE1/4 of Section 12, 
T109N, R52W of the 5th P.M., Brookings County, South Dakota.” Roger 
Erickson moved to approve the plat. Randy Jensen second. Chair Robbins opened 
up for discussion and asked Mr. Haugen for his staff report. Mr. Haugen stated, 
“Risty Farms is platting off an existing 11.4 acres building site, Lot 1 of Wills 
Addition with an address of 45956 216th St, Volga, SD. Subdividing of an 
established building site is an allowed policy in the 2016 Brookings County 
Comprehensive Plan - Policy #3. Also, established residences are a permitted use 
in the Brookings County Zoning Ordinance.” Chair Robbins opened for questions 
from the board. Hearing none he opened for comments from the audience, hearing 
none. Chair Robbins asked the board for further discussion, seeing none he called 
for a roll-call vote: Spence-aye, Jensen-aye, Pierce-aye, Rochel-aye, Elenkiwich-
aye, Nelson-aye, Kleinjan-aye, Erickson-aye, Robbins-aye. 9-ayes, 0-nays, motion 
carried.  
 Chair Robbins then read agenda item # 17: Department Reports. Chair 
Robbins asked Mr. Hill for his Directors report. Mr. Hill announced a couple items: 
1) “Last month we tabled a variance request and after doing some research on 
that, it was my assumption that the road was a township road that had been 
privatized. But that was not the case. The true township road literal ran thru the 
lake. The road we were dealing with was actually a private road. So in that case, 
the setbacks are the same except we always went from the side of the road out, 
instead of the right of way. The majority of lake roads don’t have right of ways. The 
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applicant withdrew his variance request and it was handled internally. We are 
following what we have done with the zoning ordinance for the last 10 years.”  
2) The board will need to schedule some additional meetings to work on the 
Ordinance.  Hill discussed with the board the changes in the format that would be 
used in organizing the Ordinance and Article format.  
 
Subcommittees were set up:  
Lake Park – Lee Ann Pierce, Roger Erickson, Jeff Robbins 
Natural Resources, Flood Plain & Commercial – Robert Rochel, Terrell Spence, 
Darrel Kleinjan 
Agriculture – Darrell Nelson, Kimberly Elenkiwich, Randy Jensen 
Joint Jurisdiction – will be as a whole group.    
New board member Michael Vande Weerd and alternate Tom Davis to be 
assigned.  
 Noting the time Chair Robbins asked for a motion to adjourn. Darrell Nelson 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Roger Erickson second. Chair Robbins 
called for a voice vote. 9-ayes, 0-nays, meeting adjourned at 10:35 PM. 
 
Rae Lynn Maher 
Brookings County  
Development Department. 
 
 


